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INTRODUCTION | 


There is a class of Christians, whom we believe to be 
comparatively large, who are anxious to accept God’s 
Word as true and to accept the Bible as the infallible 
revelation of that Word, but who may have failed to 
grasp the opportunity for the study of prophecy as it is 
given in the Bible; or, perhaps, been deterred from the 
study of the subject by some of the fallacies noted in the 
pages to follow. To those who are honestly inquiring for 
the truth, we believe that these studies will serve as an 
opening into the treasures of God’s Word. No attempt 
has been made to bring argument to bear upon the subject 
except that which is in the Word itself. Were it not for 
this fact we should not have confidence to present our 
little work for publication. 


It is fully understood that these papers leave the 
subject incomplete. In fact, no effort is made to complete 
or exhaust it. The subject of prophecy in the Bible is too 
vast for completion in a long and studious lifetime. It 
would evidently be out of all thought to attempt to finish 
it in a work so insignificant as this. 


Originality on this subject is neither possible nor 
desirable. Besides, too mutch has already been ‘said and 
written to make it necessary to say anything new. A 
few of the truths of a few of the features of Biblical 
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prophecy are here brought together in a way more simple 
than we usually see them presented, in order that future 
study may be directed in right lines. Works of men like 
Scofield, Ottman, Pettingill, Gaebelein, Blackstone, and 
others have been freely consulted and used, and grateful 
acknowledgement is made to them for the help received. 


Should any good be done through this little effort, 
may the divine Author of the inspired Word have all 
praise and glory. 


Scottdale, Pa., December, 1917. 


CHAP TER al 


Importance of Prophetic Study 


In the beginning of the last written message God gave 
‘te man (Rev. 1:3) we read, “Blessed is he that readeth, 
and ‘hey that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein: for the time is at 
hand.” And almost the closing words (Rev. 22:18, 19) are 
a solemn warning against adding to or taking from the 
words of the prophecy given in that sacred message. Paul 
tells us in II Tim. 3:16 that “All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable” for several very proper 
_ things which he names. 


Notwithstanding these solemn declarations of God, 
there is perhaps no subject of the Bible so much neglected 
as that of prophecy. Indeed, when the subject is men- 
tioned, many well-intentioned persons become suspicious, 
feeling that the prophecies of the Bible are too difficult for 
us to understand and they act as if they thought these 
Scriptures were not intended to be understood. 


Such persons sometimes point to the time of our Sav- 
ior’s life on earth, recalling how the people did not realize 
the meaning of His coming; how the great mass of the 
Jewish nation did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah; how 
that even the apostles failed to understand the Savior’s 
predictions and the Old Testament prophecies regarding 
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the sufferings, death, and resurrection of Jesus. ‘These 
things are taken to indicate that we have no right to ex- 
pect that we should be able to understand the predictions 
of the Bible. We are told that we cannot know which of 
the prophecies have been fulfilled and which have not; 
that we cannot tell which of the predicted events are to be 
understood as referring to the Church, which to the Jews, 
or which point possibly to Gentile nations; that we have 
no means of knowing what language in the Bible is to be 
taken literally and what is to be figuratively or spiritually 
understood. 


If this were true, the Bible could not claim to be the 
revealed Word of God, for reading and interpreting it 
would be mere guess work. If it were true, the last book 
of the Bible, called the Revelation in the inspired record 
itself, is misnamed. It should have been called a riddle 
instead of a Revelation. It will be remembered that, while 
the Bible records the unbelief and ignorance of the Jewish 
leaders and of the aposties in the days of our Savior’s life 
on earth, it records them only to condemn them. In the 
twenty-third chapter of Matthew Jesus speaks in the most 
scathing terms of rebuke to the scribes and Pharisees be- 
cause of their wilful misinterpretation of the law and the 
prophets. Had they not been responsible for their ignor- 
ance in the matters Jesus here speaks of, could He have 
justly accused them as He does? ‘That their guilty unbe- 
lief had special reference to Himself is shown. in the last 
verse of the chapter, where He says, “Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord.” In his declaration that all scrip- 
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ture is profitable, Paul makes no exception of the subject 
of prophecy. The prophetic portions of the Bible are in- 
cluded among the things of profit as well as the historical 
and didactic portions. 

If we look to the unbelief of the disciples for consola- 
tion in our own failure to rightly divide the word of truth, 
let us remember what Jesus says to the sorrowing ones on 
the way to Emmaus, “O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken.” ‘These two men later 
declared that their heart burned within them as Jesus 
talked with them in the way. Does not our heart burn 
within us as we think how justly He might speak those 
very words to us as we slight His promises, make light of 
His warnings, and neglect the predictions He has left on 
record for our profit? 

A glance at the Bible will reveal the fact that a large 
portion of the Word is devoted to the subject of prophecy. 
Sixteen books of the Old Testament are distinctly books of 
the prophets. The subject of these books is in some small 
portions historical, but the greater part is purely prophetic. 
Many prophecies are given in other portions of the Old 
Testament. In fact, almost all of the Old Testament 
books contain some prophetic utterances. The New Tes- 
tament abounds in prophecy, not only in the book of 
Revelation, which is almost given up to the subject, but 
in every part of the other books as well. 

If the Holy Spirit gave so large a part of His Book to 
the subject of prophecy, and then gave us the distinct 
statement that all scripture is profitable, we assume a 
grave responsibility when we.set aside these plain direc- 
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tions and neglect the prophetic portions of divine revela- 
tion as unworthy of our serious attention. If this is our 
practice and we teach men so, do we not place our wisdom 
and authority above those of the Holy Spirit, who placed 
these scriptures where they are and told us that they are 
for our profit? 

Difficulties there certainly will be in the path of the 
student of Bible prophecy, just as there are difficulties in 
every Other Bible subject; but these difficulties are no ex- 
cuse for our neglect. There is one key that opens to us 
every department of the great volume, and that is the key 
of faith. “If any man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine,” says our Savior. Faith opens the vestibule to 
willing obedience, and faith opens the way to a knowl- 
edge of the doctrine of Christ. Without faith it is impos- 
sible to please God, and without faith it is impossible to 
comprehend the doctrines of the Bible. The Bible remains 
a sealed book to the one who refuses to approach it with 
the first requisite to its understanding—faith. 

Lest we misunderstand, it is well to remember that 
“doctrine” includes not only that portion of Scripture 
which treats of ordinances and restrictions, but also those 
portions which speak on more general lines. That sub- 
lime essay on love—I Cor. 13—is just as much doctrinal as 
is Matthew 3, which introduces to us the subject of bap- 
tism. I Thes. 4:14-18, telling us of the catching up of the 
believers when the Lord comes to call His own, is just as 
truly doctrinal as is I Cor. 11, which tells about the 
prayer-covering for believing women and the right place 
of the communion. All these “doctrines” are included in 
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the Savior’s promise when He says that all who will to do 
them shall know of them. In view of this, if one still 
hesitates to take up the study of prophecy, let him know 
that it is often not the matter of difficulty that hinders, but 
an unwillingness to know, pure and simple. Our Savior’s 
own word assures knowledge to him who is willing to ac- 
cept in simple faith that which the Word and the Spirit 
are willing to impart. Cases where God breaks through 
wilful blindness are exceedingly rare. Miracles like the 
one which came to Saul on the road to Damascus are not 
abundant either in history or in modern experience. 


It would be difficult to explain the present-day neglect 
of the subject of prophecy by religious teachers on any 
sound or reasonable grounds. In fact, so completely is 
the Bible harmonized in its various parts, and so interde- 
pendent are the various subjects of which it treats, that it 
is impossible to separate the different portions and point 
out one as important and necessary and the other as less 
so. For example, the historical parts of the Old Testa- 
ment are intensely interesting to us as pure history, yet we 
cannot separate them from the doctrinal teachings of the 
New Testament, for they form the basis of the Messianic 
hope and God’s plan of redemption. Jesus continually 
points back to the Old Testament Scriptures as the basis 
of his hearers’ faith in Him as the Messiah. 


Again, how incomplete the historical records of the 
Bible would be if we were given no hint as to what is to 
follow! History leaves the Israelite nation scattered and 
rejected, with many of God’s richest promises to them un- 
fulfilled. History leaves the Bride of Christ without her 
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Lord. In both cases prophecy completes the structure. 
Israel will yet be restored to the land promised him in 
perpetual right by Jehovah. Christ will come to claim His 
espoused beloved one. Commands and ordinances are 
made -clear and plain to us by their historical setting. So, 
while different portions of the Bible may demand different 
forms of recognition—history calling for belief, commands 
requiring obedience, promises and prophecy demanding 
faith—all portions equally demand our acceptance and 
recognition as the Word of God. 


References for Additional Study 


Luke 12:45,46; Luke 21:34-36; I Thes. 5:1-7; Phil. 
3:20; Matt. 24:42-44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-37; Luke 12:35- 
38; Rev. 16:15; Mark 8:38; Col. 3:3-5; I Jno. 2:28; II Tim. 
4°7,8:> 1 Pet. 1:7. 


CHAPTER II 


Prophetic Language 


The language of the Bible is intended to be under- 
stood by the faithful. 

'God’s purpose in giving us the Bible could not have 
been fulfilled if He had not given it to us in the language 
‘of men, for human language is the instrument of our 
thought and the medium of our expression. We could 
have had no complete revelation of God without language. 

The language of men is varied. In all languages we 
find some expressions that are to be taken in their plain, 
literal meaning, nothing more, nothing less. And in all 
languages we find a form of speech which is called figura- 
tive. Figurative speech is variously classified—from simile, 
a very simple statement of likeness, to fable and parable, 
in which a narrative veils a truth far deeper than the mere 
words express. 

Since the Bible was revealed in human language, we 
may expect to find both literal and figurative speech in it— 
and so we do. Many portions of the Bible are a bald state- 
ment of facts just as they ‘happened. There is no need of 
explanation or interpretation, for the language is intended 
to mean exactly what the words say in their literal sense. 

We also find figurative language in the Bible in abun- 
dance. Such language is common in our everyday speech 
and is understood by everyday people. Its use in the Bible 
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should occasion no surprise and should present no difh- 
culty. All that is required is that we understand the figure, 
and the actual back of it stands out clearly. 

Moreover, the 'Bible speaks, not only of the things of 
time and our earthly habitation in the body, but of the 
things that are eternal and that concern the true man, the 
spiritual being, and this relation to Him of whom it is said, 
“God is a Spirit.” In dealing with things of the Spirit, the 
Bible uses ‘both literal and figurative language. In fact, 
one of the figures of the Bible, and one very commonly 
used, is to speak of spiritual things in terms of natural 
life, as we find, for example, in the Savior’s parables. This 
fact presents no difficulty to one who approaches the Word 
in faith, for literal and figurative language are used to- 
gether in our common ‘speech and there is no difficulty in 
understanding the meaning of either. 

It should not be understood that all portions of the 
Bible are easily comprehended by all men at the present 
time. The mind of the Eternal goes far beyond the feeble 
reach of human knowledge. That which reveals the In- 
finite must be expected to contain much that is beyond our 
finite minds except as the infinite ‘Spirit opens our under- 
standing to grasp eternal truth. If the Bible were within | 
easy grasp of the mind of the natural man, we should do 
well to doubt its divine origin. Yet so wonderfully does 
God’s grace reward our faith that we may confidently af- 
firm that, to one who is armed with the key of faith, no 
subject of the Bible is, of itself, too obscure to warrant a 
diligent study. 

‘We approach the historical records of the Bible with 
a calm confidence that we know what is being said. Though 
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there are portions of the divine record that we do not pre- 
tend to fully understand—apparent discrepancies and diffi- 
culties into which we need not inquire for the present— 
faith confidently says, “I believe it ‘because it is the Word 
of God,’ and knows that, if we knew as ‘(God knows, it 
would all ‘be perfectly intelligible and absolutely true. 

‘When it comes to didactic scriptures, we go on with 
equal confidence. There is figurative language here, to be 
sure, yet we do not hesitate to boldly assert doctrine after 
doctrine, though their explanation may lead us far afield in 
regions of the figurative and even of the spiritual, When 
Christ says, “Take, eat: this is my body,” we do not shrink 
and say we do not understand. The language is figurative, 
but it is a figure that even the dullest can comprehend. 

Why, then, should figurative language in prophetic 
utterances so unnerve us? There is figurative language 
here as we find it in other parts of the Bible. Yet, so care- 
fully does the ‘Holy Spirit safeguard His revelation, that 
ithe amount of figurative language is less in prophetic utter- 
ance than in any other line of divine writ. Where figura- 
tive language is used the context generally clearly shows 
the application. 

If the Bible is really a revelation of God to His crea- 
iture, man, we should expect to find in it some sort of key 
which would guide us in the interpretation of language in 
respect to which there might be any doubt. In regard to 
prophetic language such a key is discoverable without dif- 
ficulty. ° 

There are prophecies in the ‘Bible the fulfilment of 
which is recorded in the Book itself. If we examine these 
records of fulfilment we should certainly find a clue to 
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guide us in the divine method of revealing future events. 
If these prophecies are thus shown to have any other in- 
terpretation than ‘the strictly literal one, that fact should 
certainly ‘be visible in the vast number of recorded instanc- 
es of the fulfilment of prophecy within the period of Bible 
history. With a view of discovering the divine plan for in- 
terpretation of prophetic language, let us take a iew con- 
crete examples of prophetic utterances and note what the 
Bible says regarding their fulfilment. 

In Gen. 15:13 we read: “And he said unto Abram, 
Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a 
land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they 
shall afflict them four hundred years.” 

Here is very plain language. A sufficient number of 
minute details are given to enable us to determine whether 
or not the prophecy was or was not fulfilled, and, if ful- 
filled, how it was fulfilled. 

In Exodus 1:13, 14 we find the descendants of Jacob, 
the grandson of Abraham, Rai ais severe affliction in 
the land of Egypt. 

In Gen. 15:14 we read that God promises Abram to 
'bring judgment wpon the nation that oppresses this de- 
- scendants, and that afterward they are to come out of that 
‘nation with great wealth. Compare this verse with Ex. 
(12 :29-42, where a detailed account is given of the final 
judgment on Egypt before the going out of the children of 
Jacob, and the manner in which they obtained the wealth 
that completed the promise of God to them. The events of 
the Exodus are well known. There is no shadow of doubt 
in an honest mind that these events are a fulfilment of the 
promises of God to Abram recorded in Gen. 15:13, 14. 
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Note in these passages the bare literalness. Abram, 
literal; seed, literal; four hundred years, literal; service, 
literal; judgment, literal; deliverance, literal and cor- 
poreal; great substance, literal. The prediction and the 
fulfilment are both exactly what the actual words tell them 
to be. Later scriptures abound in reference to the deliver- 
ance from Egypt. Indeed, the coming up out of Egypt be- 
came a watchword in Israel, proving the almighty power of 
God. ‘See, for example, Jer. 23:7, 8. 

These events, it is true, are often taken in an alle- 
gorical sense to refer to the bondage of sin and redemption 
through ‘Christ. The events from the beginning of the 
bondage in Egypt to the conquest of Canaan are bristling 
with typical allusions at every point. But the typical and 
allegorical meanings by no means lessen the reliability and 
truthfulness of the record of either the prophecies or their 
fulfilment. No matter how deep and how far reaching 
may lbe the spiritual teachings, these spiritual anti-types of 
the types of the Exodus can never in themselves be taken 
to answer the promises of God given to Abram. ‘The 
promises demand a literal, earthly fulfilment—just what 
actually did happen. 

Another striking example of fulfilled prophecy is that. 
_ found in the twenty-eighth oath of Deuteronomy. Note 
especially these verses: 

15. “But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not heark- 
en to the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all 
his commandments and his statutes which I command thee 
this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee: 

37. “And thou shalt become an astonishment, a pro- 
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verb, and a by-word, among all nations whither the Lord 
shall lead thee. 


62. “And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye 
were as tthe stars of heaven for multitude; because thou 
wouldst not obey the voice of the Lord thy God. 

64. “And the Lord shall ‘scatter thee among all peo- 
ple, from one end of the earth even to the other; and there 
thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy 
fathers have known, even wood and stone. 

68. “And the Lord shall bring thee in Egypt again 
with ships, by the way whereof I spake unto thee, thou 
‘shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall be sold unto 
your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, and no man 
shall buy you.” | | : , 

If we knew nothing of the subsequent: history of Is- 
rael, and were trying to understand this prophecy given by 
the Lord through Moses, judging by the way men at this 
time interpret the Scriptures, we might choose one of 
several lines of thought for the basis of our conclusions. 


First, we might think of the whole speech of Moses as 
“allegorical. The blessings pronounced for obedience and 
the curses predicted for disobedience to the law of the 
Lord might be understood to refer to the individuals com- 
posing the Israelite nation and the blessings and the curses 
,might be either spiritual or temporal. The references to 
the scattering of Israel among the nations might be under- 
stood to refer to their sufferings spiritually in this life or 
in the life to come as they take up the form's of religion of 
other nations. This, with modifications to suit the taste of 
the individual interpreter, would correspond with the mod- 
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ern interpreters of unfulfilled prophecy as practically all 
spiritual in its fulfilment. 

A second line of interpretation would make the speech 
of Moses entirely figurative or poetical. There would be 
no telling what it might mean until the predicted events 
come to pass, and then the selection of events to fit each 
prediction would be largely a matter of guess work. That 
there are followers of this method of interpretation among 
those who would interpret unfulfilled prophecy, need not be 
questioned. The schools of thought along this line are 
many. | : 

A third method of interpretation puts forth the as- 
tounding suggestion that the words uttered by Moses 
meant just what they literally said. Why should such a 
claim surprise one? For the simple reason that the pro- 
phecy can, in that case, be accurately tested. If any part 
of it fails of fulfilment, that ‘fact will mark Moses, by his 
own testimony (Deut. 18:22), as a false prophet. It is a 
trick of heathen oracles and fortune tellers to speak in 
vague and general terms that can easily be made to mean 
one thing or another, according to the requirements of sub- 
sequent facts. ‘But in this case Moses spoke words that 
predicted circumstances with definiteness and detail to. 
such an extent that, if the words are to be literally under- 
stood, there can be no shadow of doubt as to whether the 
prophecy came true or not. 

‘But if we look into the subsequent history of Israel we 
shall see that the predictions of Moses as to the apostasy 
of the people of Israel and their consequent dispersion and 
punishment were fulfilled to the very letter. Notwith- 
standing periods of apparent faithfulness under strong 
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leaders, the tendency of Israel was continually away from 
God and downward in the evil way. In II Kings 17:6-14 
we have a summary of the judgment on ten of the tribes of 
Israel and its cause. This account is startling in its exact 
details, which correspond to the very letter with the pre- 
dictions of Moses hundreds of years before. But the end is 
not there. About one hundred fifty years later Judah also 
went into captivity. A remnant of Judah returned to Je- 
rusalem seventy years after the captivity and lived in Pal- 
estine at the time of ‘Christ, kept up the outward forms of 
the temple worship, and thus enabled the Messiah to be 
“born under the law.” While a few in Israel at this time 
were faithful, the great mass of the nation were grossly 
apostate and called forth the tearful denunciation of our 
Savior recorded in Matthew 23. The cup of the iniquity of 
Israel was full. 


In A. D. 70 Jerusalem was destroyed and even the 
remnant of Judah was scattered. The dispersion of Israel 
was now complete. And the nation remains scattered 
among the Gentiles to this day. Jews are found in every 
mation under heaven. In so-called civilized countries they 
are fast sinking into atheism. Among heathen they are 
found in idolatry. In India there are Jews who had be- 
come as idolatrous as the Hindus themselves. They were 
known as Jews by the familiar Jewish names among them, 
isuch as Yakub, Yuseph, Binyamin, and by the Hebrew 
words in their common dialect. The condition of the Jews 
in Poland at this very moment could not be more accurate- 
ly described than by the verses of fearful threatening in 
Deut. 28, written over three thousand years ago. To the 
one who would interpret Israelite prophecy by “spiritualiz- 
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ing,” the history of the Jews thunders forth, “Forever, O 
Lord, thy word is settled in heaven,” and, “THY WORD 
IS TRUTH.” 


Concerning the predicted return of the people of Is- 
rael to their own land we shall speak in a later chapter. 
For the present we are seeking only a key to the interpre- 
tation of the prophetic utterances of the Bible, not trying 
to multiply examples of a certain line of fulfilment. Ex- 
amples of literally fulfilled prophecies are found in Jer. 51, 
concerning Babylon; in Isa. 7:17-20, concerning Assyria; 
in Isa. 44:28; 45:1, concerning Cyrus; and other similar 
prophecies might be pointed out. In all these cases, while 
there may be figurative language used in uttering the pre- 
diction, the fulfilment is literal. Egypt is Egypt, Assyria 
is Assyria, Jerusalem is Jerusalem. 


A remarkable illustration of the use of typical or fig- 
urative language is found in the thirty-seventh chapter of 
Ezekiel. This is the well-known vision of the dry bones. 
This vision is supposed to have been given two years be- 
fore the captivity of Judah. Israel was already in disper- 
sion. The valley full of dry bones was a striking figure of 
the condition of the children of Jacob. In the eleventh 
verse the Lord speaks to the prophet and interprets the 
figure: “These bones are the whole house of Israel.” Is 
there any doubt as to the literal meaning of that? Israel 
is today, as a whole, dead as a dry bone so far as their 
national relation to God is concerned. In Fizek. 37 :15-28 
two sticks are joined into one, and show all Israel again 
united with David as king. Israel is very much divided at 
this moment in a very literal way, just as the prophecy 
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predicts and history records. It would be anticipating to 
speak here about their reunion. 

In general, no line of prophetic utterances is more 
thoroughly supposed tto be understood than that which 
points to the coming of the Messiah. First of these utter- 
ances is found in Gen. 3:15, where Jehovah speaks to the 
serpent, saying, “And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
‘bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” This is 
figurative language, but the figure is easily interpreted and 
is understood to point to an actual, literal seed of the 
woman, Jesus Christ, who on the cross gave the death blow 
to sin and to Satan, the seed of the serpent, on the one 
hand, and to the attacks upon our race by the enemy, thus 
bruising the heel of the seed of the woman, on the other 
hand. 

From otit the great stream of humanity, God selected 
Noah and his family, and from the descendants of Noah 
He chose Abraham as the repository of His promises. In 
Gen. 12:3 we read the promise to Abram, “In thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed.” Jews and ‘Christians 
alike regard this as a promise that Messiah shall be de- 
scended from Abraham and that He is to be expected in 
the form of a man. In Gen. 21:12 the expression, “In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called,” limits the descent to the 
children of Isaac and excludes the descendants of Ishmael 
and the other children of Abraham. The reference to Shiloh 
in ‘Gen. 49:10 secures the Messianic line to Judah. II Sam. 
7 :14-16, ending with, “Thy throne shall be established for 
ever,’ assures us that Christ shall be descended from Da- 
vid. It is worth notice in this connection that the per- 
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petuity of the throne of David is without condition. In 
case of disobedience, chastisement is promised, but the 
throne is secured to the seed of David absolutely without 
condition. In a later chapter we shall see how this promise 
has ‘been literally fulfilled. Isa. 11:1, “a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse,” points clearly to Messiah. Nothing can be 
clearer than that the Coming One is to be a literal, cor- 
poreal man. 

That Messiah is to be the Son of God is shown by the 
expression “The mighty God,” in Isa. 9:6. 

Need we multiply examples? It seems clear that any 
one who has had the courage to read so far will also have 
knowledge of the Bible sufficient to be sure that these Old 
Testament predictions were fulfilled literally. 

Isa. 40:3 is a passage clearly pointing to John the 
Baptist. Three evangelists refer to it as being fulfilled in 
the forerunner. The reference to the filling up of the 
valleys and the bringing down of the hills is figurative. 
In the universally accepted interpretation of figurative 
speech, it must refer to the preparatory work of John for 
the work of Jesus, making His introductory path more 
simple, straight, and easy. John was beheaded and Jesus 
was crucified. Both were rejected by the Jewish nation as 
a whole. We look for the complete fulfilment of their 
work for the Israelite nation in the future. Yet sufficient 
fulfilment is already recorded to show that the preparatory 
work was done by an actual, literal, corporeal man for a 
Messiah who was equally actual, literal, and corporeal. 

So far we have failed to find given or suggested a 
single scripture record of the fulfilment of a prophecy in 
any other way than literal. If this is God’s own way of 
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interpreting His predictions, what rule can be simpler than 
this, that we must look for a literal fulfilment of those 
prophecies which are yet unfulfilled? In fact, no other rule 
of interpretation will permit of ithe harmonization of Scrip- 
ture. ; 


CHAPTER II 


Spiritual and Literal 


From tampering with inspiration to tampering with 
interpretation ig a short step. It is a well-known fact that 
those who have forsaken the truth in their interpretation— 
those who are most inclined toward the denial of the super- 
natural in the Bible—are unorthodox in regard to the in- 
spiration of the sacred Scriptures. Denial of the divine 
inspiration lies at the foundation of a great structure, the 
plain and unvarnished name for which is infidelity. 

It is extremely difficult ‘to estimate the mischief that is 
done ‘by laxness in interpretation of Scripture. An uwun- 
palatable command is “spiritualized.” An ordinance that 
is variously understood by different people is “spiritual- 
ized.” A prophecy that does not accord with our view of 
what it should be is “spiritualized.” And so the process 
goes on. Feet-washing is spiritualized by many who claim 
to ‘be very orthodox Christians. ‘Water baptism is spirit- 
ualized by some: And prophecy has been spiritualized 
until it means—anything or nothing. In fact, if this 
method of spiritualizing is carried to its limits, the Bible 
may be made to mean anything we choose, according to 
the will of the “authority” who undertakes the task of 
interpreting the language of the Bible. 

Yes, certainly there is language in the Bible that is to 
_ be spiritually understood. A great many of the passages 
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of scripture that have the most firm abiding place in our 
hearts’ affections relate to things of the spirit—its life here 
in the world, and its eternal abiding place in the world to 
come. But spiritual language is either plainly stated to be 
such in the text itself (John 7:39) or is indicated in the 
context (John 6). Especially is this true of prophetic ut- 
terances where the danger of misinterpretation is greatest. 

Let us examine a few examples of the use of types in 
the Bible and the way in which the Bible itself interprets 
them. 

In Rom. 5:14 it is stated that Adam is a type of Christ. 
Not all the points in which Adam stands for Christ are 
necessarily explained, but there is shown the one great 
‘point that Adam, though only one man, brought sin upon 
the whole race, and Jesus Christ, though only one Being, 
brought salvation within reach of the whole race. 

Sometimes a type lies hidden where we would little 
suspect its presence. We would hardly look for a type in 
the strictly historical account of Sarah and Hagar and their 
sons, yet when the type is pointed out to us in Gal. 4:24 it 
seems clear enough that they stand for the two covenants 
of law and grace. 

Take one other simple Titeetion of a type—the pass- 
over as foreshadowing the sacrifice of Christ. That this is 
so is stated in I Cor. 5:7: “Even Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us.” 

The Penteteuch abounds in types. Some are referred 
to in other parts of the Bible, others are not stated to be 
types, but their interpretation is easy. For example, Jo- 
seph is readily seen to be a type of ‘Christ in very many of 
his characteristics, yet the Bible does not call him so. 
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Great care should be exercised in the interpretation of 
types. They should never be used to teach a doctrine, but 
they are used to illustrate a doctrine or truth elsewhere 
plainly stated. 

Types are prophetic in that they point forward to the 
antitype which fulfils them. There are types whose anti- 
type has not yet appeared. But so far as types were ful- 
filled up to the time of the writing of the New Testament, 
it is remarkable how every one referred to confirms the 
statement that fulfilment of prophetic language was literal, 
and not spiritual. 

Take the types that point to Christ as a sacrifice fon 
example. There were many different events, persons, and 
‘ceremonies that pointed to His sacrificial death. When 
those types were fulfilled it was a literal death Christ died. 
He poured out literal blood on the cross. The events cen- 
tering around the cross were real. The consequences of 
that great event on Calvary reach on into the spirit life 
and into eternity, but the event itself was a literal and 
actual fact. 

In all that has been said we have endeavored to keep 
in view those prophetic utterances or events whose fulfil- 
ment is recorded in the Bible itself. Examples might be 
multiplied. In every one of the prophecies the recorded 
fulfilment is literal. The prophecy is often in typical form 
or in figurative language, but when the type is translated 
into antitype and the figure is understood in the common 
language of humanity, the fulfilment is not spiritual, not 
figurative, but absolutely literal. 

There are prophecies which ene point forward to 
blessings that are of a spiritual nature. The promise to 
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Abraham of all the families of earth sharing in his bless- 
ing, has a fulfilment that is to be understood of spiritual 
things more than of temporal things, yet this only proves 
our statement that the language of the Bible means what 
it says. Its prophecies, when they relate to the spirit are 
to be so understood. When they point to temporal things, 
we mistake when we put upon them a different meaning. 

If the literal interpretation of prophecy is the rule 
used iby the Holy Spirit in the events which have come to 
pass in fulfilment of prophecy in Bible times, are we not 
euilty of a high degree of presumption—nay, even sacrilege 
—if we adopt any other rule? In fact, as before pointed 
out, any other rule leads to a vagueness that makes the 
Bible without foundation and without authority. 

If the Bible does not mean what it says, the very per- 
tinent question naturally is, “Why does it not say what it 
means?” 


CHAPTER IV 


Unfulfilled Prophecy 


In all that has preceded we have tried to make only 
one point: Where there is the fulfilment of prophecy re- 
corded in the Bible, the fulfilment was literal. We have 
failed to find a single example of spiritual or figurative ful- 
filment recorded in the Bible which in itself completes the 
sense in which the prophecy was made. But the great 
problem still remains, “How shall we treat those utter- 
ances, evidently prophetic, whose fulfilment is not recorded 
in the Bible?” 

On the answer to this question opinion is divided. 
Some explain all prophetic utterances by calling them 
poetical. If they were fulfilled, it was a coincidence. If 
not fulfilled, it was just pure poetry. Some, while ad- 
mitting that the prcphecies recorded are, in the main, 
literally fulfilled, point to some supposed fulfilments of 
prophecy which seem to be other than literal. This class 
limits the literal fulfilment of prophecy almost entirely to 
the times of the Bible, and most of the prophecy not ful- 
filled in those days is, by them, supposed to have its fulfil- 
ment in some mystical sense, either purely figurative or 
else spiritual. 

In these two classes are found many shades of opinion, 
from that of those who deny all miracle and all revelation 
or inspiration in Biblical literature, to those who are strict- 
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ly orthodox in their intentions, but who, having never in- 
quired into the subject of prophecy with sufficient care to 
be able to form any definite opinion, look with suspicion on 
those who have a definite conviction as to what prophecy 
means. It is for the honest inquirer into the subject that 
these lines have been written. There is no attempt to meet 
argument for argument’s sake. Life is too short for quib- 
bling. We shall now try to state as clearly as pos- 
sible the view of a third class, who take the Bible as mean- 
ing what it says, and who believe that all prophecies 
whether wttered in plain, literal language, or in figurative 
language, or given in types, has either been literally ful- 
filled or will be literally fulfilled in the future. No attempt 
will be made to cover the entire field of prophecy, but for 
the present the inquiry shall be confined to some of the 
prophecies regarding the Jews and some of those regarding 
the Messiah. 

These two subjects are interwoven and interlinked to 
a very large extent, and to treat them fully would involve 
other subjects, such as God’s attitude toward Gentile na- 
tions and the place of the Church in divine prophecy, but 
we shall try to center our attention upon these two lines. 
The importance of the prophecies regarding the Jews and 
those concerning the Redeemer gives them a place of pre- 
eminence in the mind and heart of every lover of the truth 
as it is in ‘Christ Jesus. Some people would minimize the 
importance of the prophecies regarding the Jews. But 
‘they are all important to the Christian. It is very im- 
portant that every Christian should know whether those 
glorious promises to the Jews in regard to an earthly king- 
dom have already been literally fulfilled, are going to be 
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literally fulfilled, or are to be considered as spiritually 
pointing to the Church in her existence on the earth or to 
the Church in her existence in the hereafter. 

It is also all important that every Christian know about 
these things—and especially should every Christian teacher 
know about them—because of the many false doctrines 
that are afloat on every side in regard to prophetic teach- 
ing. The one who has never studied prophecy is an easy 
prey to the smooth-tongued emissary of Satan who comes 
with a ready knowledge of much of the Bible on prophetic 
subjects, who quotes a great deal of truth, but who, at the 
moment he sees his opportunity, turns the channel of 
thought into the line of his own particular heresy. 

Seventh Day Adventism has in it much that is true— 
just enough to catch the attention of 'the lover of truth and 
gain a bit of his confidence—but it is saturated also with 
falsehood from the very pit. Russellism, together with 
all other heresies, also has in it an admixture of truth, 
especially along prophetic lines, but its main inspiration 
is from that deep gulf of perdition the existence of which 
it denies. 

“And what shall I more say? For time would fail me 
to tell of’ Mormonism, Dowieism, Millerism, and a hun- 
dred other “isms,” all of which have just.enough truth to 
make them attractive to the spiritually inclined, and enough 
of falsehood to condemn them to the abyss of perdition. 

With all these false teachings afloat on every hand, it 
is idle to say that the subject of prophecy is not important 
or that tt is too hard for the average Bible student. It is 
not itoo hard for the emissaries of Satan to use nor too un- 
important for them to notice, so it is essential that the 
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lover of true Christianity knows his Bible sufficiently to 
give a reason for the hope that is within him, and to meet 
the various heresies with the truth as it is in God’s Word. 

When God said to Abraham (Gen, 13:15, 16), “All the 
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed forever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, 
then shall thy seed also be numbered,” He meant the literal 
land of Canaan and the literal descendants of Abraham. 
The seed of Abraham has its typical meaning also and the 
land of Canaan is also typical of the land of eternal rest 
for all true believers. But the typical meaning in the case 
of Israel and their land no more destroys their literal 
meaning than does the typical meaning destroy the literal 
in the cases of Isaac, Joseph, Hagar, Sarah, Egypt, the 
Exodus, and the wilderness journey. To use the typical 
meaning of the above passage to deny its literal fulfilment 
is to destroy the meaning of language. Such license in 
interpreting the Word of God, will make it become a vague 
mass of words with no more significance to it than the 
Koran or the Vedas. 

Passing by the further promises of God to Abraham 
regarding his posterity, and the additional promises to 
Isaac and tto Jacob, let us look at the thirtieth chapter of 
Deuteronomy. Moses has told the people of Israel of the 
blessings that will come to them if they are obedient to 
the commands of the Lord and the curses that will fall 
upon them if they are disobedient. Then he begins this 
chapter with prophecy: “And it shall come to pass, when 
all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call 
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them to mind among all the nations, whither the Lord thy 
God hath driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord thy 
God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I com- 
mand thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul; that then the Lord thy God 
will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, 
and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whith- 
er the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. If any of thine 
be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from 
thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence 
will he fetch thee: and the Lord thy God will ‘bring thee 
into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee 
above thy fathers.” 

This is very plain language. The people referred to by 
the word “thee” is Israel, the land referred to as theirs is 
Canaan or Palestine, and the nations referred to are Gen- 
tile—non-Israelite—nations. Has this prophecy been ful- 
filled? Ifso, how? 

The history of the Israelite nation is given in the Bible 
quite fully up to a certain point. They possessed the land 
of ‘Canaan, they fell into disobedience and idolatry, they 
were carried away into captivity. The northern kingdom 
of the ten tribes is still in dispersion. A remnant of the 
tribe of Judah returned to Jerusalem and for a short time 
were semi-independent under the Maccabees. They were 
brought into subjection to the Romans, and in the days of 
our Savior on earth they rejected Him. Their capital was 
destroyed and the remaining Jews were scattered abroad 
and to this day they are to be found in every nation under 
heaven. This is a very literal fulfilment of part of the 
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prophecy given through Moses in the concluding chapters 
of Deuteronomy, especially of the passage referred to 
above. This much is a very strong confirmation of the rule 
that recorded fulfilments are literal. How shall we under- 
stand the remaining portions of that prophecy—the part 
that refers to the gathering together again of the people of 
Israel? 

Moses is not alone in referring to this gathering. In 
Isaiah 11:11,12 we read: “And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that the Lord will set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be 
left, * * * and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four cor- 
ners of the earth.” This very evidently refers to the same 
event as the prophecy of Moses regarding the regathering 
of the people to their own land. 

It is equally clear that Jeremiah refers to the same 
thing when in 23:7, 8 the says, “Therefore, behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that they shall no more say, The 
Lord liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, which brought 
up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the 
north country, and from all the countries whither I have 
driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.” 

A number of other passages refer to this event. — 

There are several ways in which these passages, which 
agree so very well in every particular, may be explained or 
interpreted. The unbelieving critic says that the prophets 
were dreamers and patriots and wished to spur their nation 
to a stiffer and firmer resistance of their enemies by point- 
ing them to a glorious future. They were mistaken, says 
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the critic, and the glorious promises from Moses to Malachi 
were never and will never be fulfilled. We dismiss this 
view as being unwoifthy of a Christian’s time and patience. 
There are some who would have these prophecies 
completely fulfilled in the return of the Jewish remnant to 
Jerusalem under Zerubbabel. It is true that this return 
from the captivity is typical of the great return spoken of 
by the prophets, just as other events are typical of greater 
events, but this return of the Jewish remnant cannot be 
the complete fulfilment of the prophecies referred to above. 
In the first place, the Jews who returned to Jerusalem 
did so under the permission of a foreign ruler. They 
were not a free people except for a short time, and 
then their independence was disputed continually by ad- 
joining nations. ‘After the captivity there never was 
anything like the condition described by the prophecies 
referring to the regathering. Second, the occupation 
of Palestine by the Jews was only partial. The ten 
tribes were not represented in the return. Ezekiel 48 in- 
cludes the twelve tribes in the restored nation. Third, the 
occupation of Palestine by the Jews was temporary. The 
year A. D. 70 marked a dispersion more thorough than any 
that had preceded it. The terms of the prophecies require 
that they shall occupy it forever. Fourth, the blessings: 
accompanying the restoration of the remnant were so 
meager that they could never be understood to fulfil the 
promises God gave to the fathers. 
A third view “spiritualizes” all these prophecies, an 
claims to have them fulfilled in the Church of Jesus Christ. 


CHAPTHRAY. 


Israel and the Church 


In examining the last mentioned view, let us not for- 
get the principle so clearly established by the example of 
all recorded fulfilments of prophecy in the Bible, that of 
literal fulfilment. It will be found that nowhere, from 
Genesis to Revelation, is the Church called Israel, nor 
Israel called the Christian Church. The “church in the 
wilderness” (Acts 7:38) is quite a distinct body of “called 
out ones” from the “Church of Jesus Christ.” 

The fact that Israel has a typical meaning referred to 
in respect to Christians (for example, Phil. 3:3), no more 
denies that the prophecies regarding the Jews shall have a 
literal fulfilment than does the reference to Sarah and 
Hagar in Gal. 4:19-31 as an allegory deny that these two 
-women had each a literal posterity, promises concerning 
whom were made to Abraham (Gen. 17:20,21). These 
promises have been literally fulfilled in literal descendants 
of Ishmael and Isaac, notwithstanding the fact that there 
is also an allegory in connection with them. 

Prophecies regarding Israel are abundant in both Old 
and New Testaments. Christ Himself speaks of His 
Church as future (Matt. 16:18) and it was not founded 
until the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pente- 
cost. 

Confusion in these two terms, Israel and the Church, 
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and the ideas conveyed by them, has led to much of the 
apostasy so very prevalent at the present time. Promises 
of greatness and glory to Israel have been appropriated by 
those who profess to belong to the Church of Jesus Christ 
and the result is that the Church, which was appointed to 
walk in meekness and poverty, in non-resistance and hatred 
of the world, has lost her purity, has accumulated wealth, 
erects grand and costly piles of granite and marble, calling 
them “churches,” and thus makes a great display to take 
the place of a heart devotion to Jesus Christ. The pro- 
fessed Church of Christ has so far lost sight of her position 
that she has even taken recourse to the sword to promul- 
gate her ends and, in order to justify herself in this, quotes 
Jewish scriptures never meant ‘for the Church at all. 

We have seen what Israel was and how God has ful- 
filled His word in regard to His people by scattering them 
to the ends of the earth as the result of their disobedience. 
When Israel rejected their King (John 19:15), they ceased 
to be His channel of communication and witness for the 
world, and the ‘Church now lives to present to the world 
the testimony of God’s ‘grace and His plan of salvation. 
The course of the true Church of Jesus Christ is clearly 
outlined in the prophecies of the New Testament. God 
calls out of the Gentiles a people for His name (Acts 
15:14) and there is no difference in this age between the 
Jew and the Gentile so far as their standing before God is 
concerned (Rom. 10:12). The Church is appointed to be 
Christ’s witness (Acts 1:8) to the whole world until such 
time as He shall come again to earth to call His believers 
to Himself (Acts 1:11; I Thess. 4:13-18). This, then, is 
the end of the Church for the earth. Her course om earth 
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runs from Pentecost to the time of the catching up of be- 
lievers. But for Israel there remains yet a very great deal 
that is never promised to the ‘Church. 

It will be worth our while to take ia look at some of 
the New Testament passages which foretell something of 
Israel’s future. Luke 1:31-33 is a familiar scripture that 
very vitally concerns Israel. The angel is speaking to 
Mary: “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall © 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and the shall. reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” : 

‘We see in the above passage the word shall, in various 
forms, used seven times. The first four, (1) That a son 
should be brought forth in virgin birth, (2) That His name 
should ‘be called Jesus, (3) That He should be great, and 
(4) That He should ibe called the Son of the Highest, have 
been literally fulfilled. Upon the truth of that statement— 
the literal fulfilment of those four promises to Mary by the 
Holy Ghost through the angel—rests the whole structure 
of ‘Christianity. That statement false, and Christianity is 
a mass of fables. “But we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables.” Our hearts testify that we believe a glor- 
ious truth when we believe in Jesus Christ as the spotless 
Son of 'God born of the virgin. 

And now, taking language to mean something, have 
we any right, in our interpretation of human speech, to 
declare that the remaining three “shalls” of this passags are 
to be spiritually understood? It says as plainly as human 
speech can convey thought that the Lord God shall give to 
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Jesus the throne of His father David. David was king 
over all Israel—twelve tribes. The throne of David is as 
specific a term as is “the throne of the House of Hanover” 
or “the throne of the Hohenzollerns.” 

The next “shall” tells the subjects of the reign—the 
“house of Jacob.” It will be remembered that Jacob is 
the patriarch’s earthly name, the name he held before his 
mame was changed to Israel. And the last “shall” declares 
that His reign is to be a perpetual one. 

To assume the authority of deciding that four of these 
predictions are literal while the other three are spiritual is 
to demand a right to put upon Scripture a meaning that 
suits the reader’s fancy, for there is absolutely no passage 
in the Bible that warrants a distinction between these 
promises. 

To a casual or careless reader the words of James in 
Acts 14:14-16 might seem to be an interpretation of the 
prophecy of Amos making it refer to the Church. But 
again, simply remembering that words mean what they say 
dispels the illusion. James says: “Simeon hath declared 
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for his name. And to this agree the words 
of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will return, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and 
I will set it up.” 

Notice carefully what these words mean without any 
thought of what the commentators have been reading into 
them. Simeon (Simon Peter) had just told how the Lord 
had by him opened the door of faith to the Gentiles and 
thad purified their hearts by faith, putting no difference be- 
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tween Jew and Gentile. Then comes James with confirma- 
tion of what Peter had said, and says that the gathering of 
the people for His name from among the Gentiles was to 
be “at the first.” 

This gathering of the people from among the Gentiles 
is still going on. God is still visiting the Gentiles. We are 
still in the time referred to as “at the first” in Acts 15:14. 
See, then, the 16th verse, which begins, “After this.” After 
what? What else could it mean than the time after the 
period when the Gentiles had been visited for the purpose 
of taking from them a people for His name? If we turn 
now to Amos 9, from which this is quoted, we will see a 
most wonderful agreement—yet why should we wonder at 
it when the same Spirit inspired both passages ?—reading 
from the ninth verse: “I will sift the house of Israel 
among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall 
not the least grain fall upon the earth.” Eleventh verse, 
“In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is 
fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise 
up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.” 
Verse 14: “And I will bring again the captivity of my 
people of Israel * * * (verse 15) And I will plant them 
upon their own land, and they shall no more be pulled up 
out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord 
thy God.” 

What does Amos mean by “In that day” of the 11th 
verse? Is it not clear that he means the time which James 
refers to as “after this?’ And when will that time be ac- 
cording to Amos? Is it not equally clear that it will be at 
the time when Israel is sifted among the nations like corn 
in a sieve? Where shall we locate that time? 
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Again the casual reader might say it was at the time 
of the captivity of Israel and Judah and that the restora- 
tion of Amos 9:14 was fulfilled by the return of the Jewish 
remnant to Jerusalem from Babylon. Such a supposition 
is Swept away by verse 15, which says that the restoration 
shall be permanent. The restoration of the Jewish rem- 
nant was but partial. The ten tribes were not concerned in 
it at all, for they remain scattered to this day—“‘sifted 
among the nations’—and the desolation of Jerusalem in 
A. D. 70 was more complete and thorough than any that 
had preceded it. This restoration must be looked for at a 
time subsequent to A. D. 70 at any rate. Amos says it is 
at the time when Israel shall be scattered and James says 
it is after the time when God shall have visited the Gen- 
tiles to take from among them a people for His name. So 
we must conclude that both these passages tell us that the 
restoration of the kingdom to Israel is to be after the 
Church age—after the great event described in I Thess. 4. 

‘Why not just “spiritualize’ it all and thus overcome 
every difficulty? For the simple reason that, no matter 
what our reason might say about it, the Bible gives us no 
authority for so doing. We thave not yet come to the time 
when James says the tabernacle of David is to be re-estab- 
lished, for we still hope to gather in some, at least, of the 
Gentiles. If God spoke such words to His chosen people, 
the literal seed of Jacob, and then should turn aside His 
words from them to some entirely different meaning, what 
should we expect of Him in such expressions as the prom- 
ises of John 14? Might we not justly fear that Jesus 
would, after all, disappoint us and explain to us after a 
while that He meant something different from that which 
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we read into the familiar chapter of the many mansions 
prepared for us? 

A much abused passage is Acts 1:6-8. The disciples 
asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel?” and the risen Lord says: “It is not for 
you to know the times and the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me.” ‘(Coming to this passage with a 
preconceived idea of what the kingdom of Israel ought to 
be, we can readily imagine the Lord explaining to the dis- 
ciples the “spiritual” nature of the kingdom that He is to 
establish. But it is significant that this is just what our 
Lord did not say. He spoke of times and seasons, but He 
most certainly did not deny the fact of ‘there being a literal 
kingdom of Israel in prospect. Was this omission an over- 
sight? Can we imagine our Lord so careless as to omit 
telling the disciples that there was not to be an earthly 
kingdom if there was to be none, when their question so 
clearly indicated that they expected one? Jesus warned 
against setting dates for His return again and again. It is 
well for us in this day of false prophets to take thoughtful 
heed to His warning but not to cast aside God’s promises. 

A misunderstanding of Luke 17:21 has led many to a 
wrong conclusion regarding the kingdom. Jesus says, 
“The kingdom of God is within you.” Taking the expres- 
sion out of its setting and combining it with John 4:24, 
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth,’ and similar passages, some 
have supposed that there could be no literal kingdom of 
the house of Israel on the earth with Jesus as king. 
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Here, again, the trouble lies in a thoughtless reading 
of the text. It was to unbelieving Pharisees that Jesus 
said, “The kingdom is within you.” ‘Surely no Christian 
would say that in the hearts of these men Jesus reigned as 
King! The margin of the Authorized Versions says, “The 
kingdom of God is among you,” while the margin of the 
English Revision is, “The kingdom of God is in the midst 
of you.” This makes the meaning clear. The kingdom, in 
the person of the King Himself, was in their midst at that 
very moment, but it certainly was not in their wicked 
hearts. 

Thus text after text may be examined and, if left in 
its setting, it will ‘be found to harmonize with the great 
truth that God’s Word means what it says. It never says 
one thing in one place and contradicts itself in a different 
place. The Word harmonizes to the very letter through- 
out if properly read. 

If we turn to the kingdom prophecies of the latter part 
of the Old Testament we find it difficult to select, not be- 
cause the texts are so few, but because there are so many. 
Many of these texts are coupled with the thought of the 
King. Concerning the person of the King we shall speak 
in a later chapter, and for the present confine our attention 
to a very few of the passages which relate to the future 
kingdom of Israel. 

The whole of the eleventh chapter of Isaiah is full of 
the Messianic kingdom. Beginning with the 10th verse: 
“And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles 
seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the 
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second time to recover the remnant of his people, which 
shall ibe left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, 
and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And 
he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall as- 
semble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. The 
envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of 
Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim.” | 

Here is plain language that, if it is prophecy, has never. 
been fulfilled. The remnant of Judah which returned from 
Babylon was a type of this greater restoration. Here the 
prophet speaks of a second time when the Lord shall set 
His hand to recover Israel. The first time was the return 
from Babylon. But, as we have seen before, this restosa- 
tion was only in part, it did not include Ephraim, and it 
did not result in independence under a Son of David as 
King. If we attempt to spiritualize our difficulties multi- 
ply. Who is there on earth who has authority to interpret 
so literal a passage and show what it means in spiritual 
things? If this passage is to be spiritualized, what is there 
to prevent any other passage between the lids of the Bible 
from being spiritualized? If we have license to do this do 
we not make every man his own authority as to what the 
Bible means, every man higher in authority than the Book 
itself? How much safer, better, and God-honoring it is to 
accept the Bible as meaning what it says and adjusting 
our interpretation of it accordingly! 

The comment on the foregoing passage might with 
propriety ‘be repeated for Jer. 23:5-8: “Behold, the days 
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come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a right- 
eous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days | 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: And 
this is the name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Therefore, behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that they shall no more say, The 
Lord liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt; But, The Lord liveth, which brought 
up and which led the seed of the house of I'srael out of the 
north country, and from all the countries whither I had ~ 
driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.” 

And yet it seems worth our while to pause long 
enough to have a good look at this passage. We all agree 
that the righteous Branch of David is Jesus Christ of Naz- 
areth. ‘But some of the things here spoken of Him will 
not fit to His first advent to earth. He did not execute 
justice and judgment, for He even refused to do so when 
requested (Luke 12:13,14). In His days on earth Judah 
did not dwell safely, for soon afterward their city was 
utterly destroyed, and Israel was still in dispersion. Israel 
to this day cannot speak of the Lord as the One who 
brought them out of all the countries whither they had 
been driven. So it is clear that this cannot refer to our 
Lord’s first coming to earth as a ‘babe in the manger of 
Bethlehem. The passage and the names and places are 
too ‘baldly literal to spiritualize unless we concede the 
“spiritualizing license” so frequently referred to before. 
The only recourse is to accept the words at face value and 
believe that they refer to a time yet future, when the 
kingidom shall be restored to Israel under their rightful 
King. 


CHAPTER WI 


The Person of the King. 


Most persons who have read the Bible with even a 
slight degree of care have noticed in the prophecies two 
lines of predictions regarding the Messiah. The one points 
to Him as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
He is afflicted and rejected and humiliated. Examples of 
this kind of utterances we find in Isaiah 53, where the suf- 
ferings of our Savior are vividly foretold; in Psalm 22 :1-18, 
which is a clear prophecy of the crucifixion; and Daniel 
9:26, where the vicarious suffering of the Savior is foretold. 

The second line of prophecies foretells a King, mighty 
and glorious, ruling in the earth with resistless power. 

The great body of Christendom believes the first line 
of prophecies to have been fulfilled. We point correctly to 
the many Old Testament prophecies of a suffering Savior 
as a proof of the Messiahship of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 
But what can ibe done with the other line, evidently point- 
ing to the same Being, so utterly different from the first, 
almost contradicting it? 

In answer, the mass of Jews of the present time either 
refer the first line of prophecy to themselves as a people or 
spiritualize it with reference to the mystical Messiah whom 
they still await. The second line of prophecy they (the 
Jews) fully expect to have literally fulfilled when their 
Messiah comes. Blinded by sin, the Jews failed to recog- 
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nize Jesus as Messiah at His first coming, because they 
looked for the characteristics of the second line of proph- 
ecies. Many Christians fall into the same error at the 
present time. They are satisfied with what they know of 
the humiliated and crucified Savior and either fail to notice 
at all the second line of predictions or spiritualize them in 
some mystical way, thus robbing the Word of God of its 
meaning and power and leading to a distorted view of His 
precious promises which is confusing to the believer and 
bewildering to the unbeliever. 

Read Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord ‘himself shall 
give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Orthodox 
Christians the world over believe this to have been fulfilled 
together with the many other prophecies foretelling the 
coming of the Messiah. As this fulfilment has been 
literal, so the prophecies regarding the King of the house 
of Israel must be literally fulfilled if the Word of Jehovah 
to His chosen people is to be made good. God is true! 
It was to a literal man by the literal name of ‘Abra- 
ham that God promised a literal seed that was to 
possess literally a literal land called by the literal name of 
Canaan in a literal tenure of literal perpetuity. Should any 
of these provisions fail of literal fulfilment it would involve 
the ruin of God’s whole covenant with man, for no other 
than an actual, literal fulfilment would meet the conditions. 
And we find that so it was. God is true! 

So likewise, when we read in II Samuel 7 :14-16 of the 
promise to David of a perpetual kingdom, we expect it to 
be literally fulfilled. And this scripture is not alone by any 
means. 
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Read Isaiah 9:6,7: “For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace, Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of his father 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with justice and judgment from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 

Read also Isaiah 11, entire chapter. And read Isaiah 
24 :21-23. Then turn over to Dan. 7:13,14 and read: “I 
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 
And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: his kingdom is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed.” And before you lay aside the Book find 
Micah 4:1, 2,5 and 5:2. 

In these scriptures, quoted and referred to, we find 
some very interesting things concerning the coming King 
of the Jews. He is to be a son of David and also the 
Mighty God; His throne is to be in Jerusalem, and He is 
to rule over all the nations of the earth; His throne is to 
be established for ever. Nothing can be plainer and more 
fully beyond reasonable dispute than that Jesus of Nazar- 
eth was the rightful King of the Jews. They rejected 
Him, saying, “We have no king but Caesar,” and there is 
now no visible king of the Jews on earth and there has not 
been for nearly two thousand years. With these facts be- 
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fore us, how can we understand the promises that assure a 
perpetual throne to David? 

In order to comprehend this, we must examine two 
portions of the New Testament perhaps more neglected 
than any other parts—the genealogies as given in the first 
chapter of Matthew and in the third chapter of Luke. In 
passing we remind ourselves that no portion of the divine 
record is placed there by accident, but every sentence has 
its place and purpose. As to whether these records are 
genuine there can be not the slightest question, for if there 
had been the slightest flaw in them the unbelieving Jews 
would have (been sure to discover it and to hold out against 
Jesus the accusation that He had no claim to the position 
He assumed on this account. But never once did this ac- 
cusation come up, either in our Savior’s earth life or in the 
stormy period immediately afterward. Jews to this day do 
not dare to deny the Davidic ancestry of Jesus. 

There are differences in the two lists of names. One 
very noticeable difference is the order in which the names 
are given. Matthew begins with Abraham and takes the 
line down to Jesus, while Luke takes the line back from 
Jesus through Abraham to Aidam. Another difference is 
that from David, according to Matthew, the line descends 
through Solomon, Rehoboam, and the kings of Judah, 
while in Luke the descent is traced through Nathan, son 
of David and full brother to Solomon. These differences 
were not a mere oversight nor were they an accident. In 
Matthew it is plainly stated that “Jacob begat Joseph the 
husband of Mary.” So the genealogy in Matthew must be, 
cannot be otherwise than, the genealogy of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary the mother of Jesus. 
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Jesus was not the son of Joseph. Yet He was, accord- 
ing to the flesh, the descendant of David. Both history 
and prophecy tell us this. So he must have been David’s 
son through Mary. In the list in Luke we do not have the 
word “begat,” but “son of” takes its place. Joseph was 
the “son of Heli.” So he was by law and in legal right. 
Though not recorded so, it is apparent that Heli had no 
sons, but had daughters. This is how Joseph comes to be 
the heir of Heli. The Holy Spirit did not leave us in doubt 
in this matter either. In Numbers 36 is given just such a 
case in order that Israel might know, and that we at this 
day might know, just how Jesus was and is heir to the 
earthly throne of David. The genealogy in Luke is that 
of Mary. This, combined with what we know of the law 
of Moses as given in Numbers 36, and what we know of 
David’s family from I Chron. 14, shows us that Jesus, the 
first-born of Mary, the Babe of Bethlehem’s manger, Jesus 
of Nazareth, was in the days of His earth life the only 
legal and rightful heir to the earthly throne of David. At 
the time of His birth an Idumean usurper was on the 
throne, at the time of His death a foreign governor held 
sway. The Prince of the House of David did not obtain 
his throne then. Will He ever obtain it? He must or 
God’s word fails. 

Another link in the chain of the Messiahship of Jesus 
and thereby His claim to the earthly throne of David is 
found in the history of Jehoichin, the last rightful king of 
Judah before the captivity. We find in the concluding 
chapters of II] Kings that this man, known also by the 
names of Jeconiah and Coniah, was taken captive to Baby- 
lon by Nebuchadnezzar and that he there died a captive 
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Concerning this very man, Jeremiah in the 22nd chapter 
writes (vs. 29,30): “O earth, earth, earth, hear the word 
of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this man 
childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no 
man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in Judah.” 

Here, it would seem, is a direct contradiction to what 
God had promised to David and repeated through the 
prophets. The name of Coniah (Jechonias) appears in the 
genealogy of Matthew. ‘Will not the curse upon the house 
of Coniah invalidate the claim of Jesus? No; for God has 
foreseen all these things, and while the line of Solomon 
was going from bad to worse, going into ‘captivity and into 
oblivion, God had secure another line, the line of Nathan, 
from whom, according to the flesh, came Jesus the Christ. 
So when the Jews come to realize who is their rightful 
King, they will find Joseph the husband of Mary to be the 
rightful heir to the throne of Solomon through the line of 
Coniah. Jesus was not the son of Joseph, so the curse 
wpon the house of Coniah had no effect on Him. But, 
through Mary, Jesus was the heir to the throne of David, 
and, as Mary was the wife of Joseph and Jesus her first- 
born, Jesus was the legal heir of Joseph and of the line of 
Solomon. Thus was the curse upon the house of Coniah 
removed without one syllable of the Word of the Lord 
falling to the ground. 

Now, with solemn awe and deep reverence, we take 
the line of royalty one step farther. The life of Jesus was 
cut off from the earth in the prime of his early manhood. 
The Jews rejected and killed Him. Jesus had no earthly 
descendants. As He had summed up in Himself all right 
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and title to the throne of David, it follows that, when 
Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to heaven, He took 
with Him that title. While Jesus is in heaven, there can 
be no legal king of the Jews on earth. In order that God 
may fulfill His word to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and 
through all the prophets, it is necessary that Jesus return 
to the earth and assume His throne as King of the Jews. 
This has not ‘been fulfilled. The Jews are scattered among 
the nations of the earth and the curse is still upon them. 
They are a nation without a king and without a country. 

And while His people reject Him, Jesus is fulfilling 
the types in Old Testament history that point to His tak- 
ing a Gentile bride. Isaac receives a bride from a distant 
land (though not a Gentile), Joseph, in the time of his 
rejection receives in the land of the king a Gentile bride, 
and Moses in the land to which he fled after his brethren 
rejected him, receives a Gentile bride. The people for His 
name whom Jesus is gathering from among the Gentiles— 
His Church—is none other than His Bride who shall share 
with Him the throne over the House of Israel. See II Cor. 
11-235" Moh'5225-27 3 Reve 19°78 8-21 0-o7. 

Yet, while the King is absent, and the kingdom is in 
abeyance, that kingdom is real and will be manifest in 
God’s own time. God’s Word cannot fail. 


CHAPTER‘ MIS 


The Kingdom in Parables 


The moral applications and practical teachings of the 
kingdom parables are striking and important, but they are 
well known and often spoken of in the ordinary literature 
of the Christian Church, so, for the present, we shall refer 
only to those phases of these parables which foretell the 
coming kingdom of the Christ. Without any attempt at 
logical or chronological order, we shall examine first the 
parable in Luke 19:11-27, commonly known as the Parable 
of the Pounds. 

After the incident of the conversion of Zacchaeus and 
our Lord’s declaration that He had come to “seek and to 
save that which was lost,’ the account goes on, verse 11: 
“And as they heard these things, he added and spake a 
parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because 
they thought that the kingdom of ‘God should immediately 
- appear.” 

This verse thas frequently been used as an argument 
against the hope of a literal kingdom of 'God on the earth. 
But it is noticeable that there is not the slightest sugges- 
tion that the kingdom should not appear, but the very 
evident suggestion in this verse is that it was a mistake to 
suppose that the kingdom should come at once and the 
parable was spoken in order to set right the minds of the 
people in this respect. Nothing is farther from the lan- 
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guage of the New Testament than the idea that there is 
not to be a kingdom on earth in which the Lord shall reign 
in righteousness. 

Verse 12: “He said therefore, A certain noblemam 
went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, 
and to return.” The direct relation of the parable to the 
coming kingdom is shown in the “therefore” of this verse, 
joining it to the introductory verse preceding. The “noble- 
man” is clearly seen to be the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
That Archelaus had gone from this very town of Jericho 
some years before this and had sought in Rome and ob- 
tained the kingdom of Judea, would add to the realistic 
features of the parable. The nobleman goes as a nobleman 
_-—dbut note that he goes to return, and he returns a king. 

Verses 13-15 tell of the giving of the pounds to the 
servants and the charge to “Occupy till I come.” There 
were others who were not this servants, and these hated 
the nobleman, sent a deputation after him, and tried to 
keep him from this right and from his kingdom. This, too, 
had actually happened in the case of Archelaus. A delega- 
tion from Judea went to Rome to petition the emperur 
against the appointment of Archelaus as king. They were 
overruled as were the enemies in the parable. 

Verses 15 to 26 tell about the reports of the servants 
to whom had been entrusted a pound each to be used in 
trading. One gained ten pounds, and received rulership 
over ten cities as a reward. One gained five pounds and 
received authority over five cities in the new kingdom. 
The one who had gained nothing but had been negligent 
was adjudged unworthy of any trust. Verse 27 tells of the 
fearful judgment visited upon those who had sent wore 
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after ‘the nobleman saying that they did not wish to have 
him rule ove: them. 


In the light of the prophecies we have already ‘exam- 
ined, the interpretation is very plain. Jesus was in the 
earth where His rightful kingdom is. He was rejected by 
His own people, who said that they would not have Him 
to rule over them but cried, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
Jesus went to heaven, the “far country,” to receive for 
Himself a kingdom, and that kingdom was at the same 
place from whence He departed to receive the kingdom, and 
He will come again to reward His servants and to execute 
terrible justice upon His enemies. But note carefully, the 
parable makes provision for the continuance of the king- 
dom after the servants had been rewarded, else what would 
have been the purpose of the authority over the cities? 
‘Those who reject the possibility of a kingdom on earth 
would have to change the parable so that the king takes 
his faithful servants away to the “far country” on his re- 
turn. But this was not what our Lord taught either here 
or anywhere else as the immediate consequence of His re- 
turn to earth. Jesus knew that He woulc be rejected, and 
He knew that there would be the interval! we are now in 
between His going and His return, and He meant to pre- 
pare His hearers for the events shortly to come to pass, as 
we are told in the llth verse. We have often been taught 
about the faithfulness required by this parable from the 
servants during the period of our Lord’s absence, but it 
shows just as clearly the rule on earth with His faithful 
servants after His return. Eternal rest in heaven comes 
only after reign and victory on earth. Notice I Cor. 15:24, 
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25; Rev. 21:3-7. The reign is continuous though the 
place of reigning may change. 

The parable of the man who takes a far journey (Mark 
13 :33-37) is in many respects like that of the nobleman and 
the pounds. In this parable the emphasis is placed on the 
need of watching. The time of the Lord’s coming is not 
known. The iservants who realize that their Master may 
come at any time will be engaged in thoughts of their 
Master and will be anxious to do His bidding at all times. 
No other teaching will energize the Christian Church to 
active service like the teaching’ of the Lord’s imminent 
coming. 

In Matt. 21 :33-46 is a very striking parable that has a 
direct bearing wpon the Lord’s going, coming, and the 
restoration to Israel of their kingdom. The “certain house- 
holder” is (God the Father, who planted His vineyard, Is- 
rael, and hedged it about with a system of laws and cere- 
monies and by giving them a land that was wonderfully 
‘protected from enemies by nature and more wonderfully 
protected by the providences of God. God built them the 
tower of the holy city of Jerusalem with its wine press of 
the temple and its services which were to represent the 
fruits to be brought to the Householder. 

‘What happened? It was a matter of record well 
known to the Jews that servant after servant had been 
sent to the house of Israel asking for the fruits of 
righteousness and that these faithful servants, the 
prophets, thad been ‘stoned and killed and in many 
ways shamefully treated. Then came the Son, sent by 
the Father with the hope that these husbandmen would 
reverence Him. Then the parable turns to prophecy, some 


’ 


(NU PROPHECY 55 


of which was very soon to be fulfilled. The Jewish hus- 
bandmen caught the Son, ‘cast him out of the city of Jeru- 
salem, and slew Him. Was that the end of it? Read to 
the end of the parable for the way in which God dealt with 
the Jews and gave the vineyard, the charge of His revealed 
religion, to another “nation,” the Gentile Church, and some 
imagine that there is argument here against the kingdom 
of God on earth. God set aside Israel, but He did not 
utterly cast them away. “Hath God cast away his people 
(Rom. 11:1)? God forbid.” Read on through the eleventh 
of Romans for Pauline argument as to why He has not. 
All commentators, from the most progressive to the most 


conservative, assure us that the eleventh chapter of Ro- 


mans has reference to the Jews as an earthly people. It is 
too plain to admit of any other interpretation. And this is 
the sequel to the parable we have just been considering. 
God set aside and punished His people but He did not 
utterly cast them off. He cannot, for His Word has been 


given to them to the contrary. Israel is dealt with as in- 


dividuals now, but the time is coming when “all Israel 
shall be saved” (Rom. 11:26). Not all Israel who ever 
lived, but all Israel living at the appearing of their Lord 
and the turning of Israel to Him. 

The parable of the talents in Matt. 25:14-30 resembles 
the parable of the pounds in many respects. It will not be 
necessary to note all the differences and variations in ap- 
plication, but the striking difference that relates to our 
present subject is the way of dealing with the “unprofitable 
servant.” While in the other parable the servant simply 
loses his :pound and’ his reward, in this he is treated as an 


‘enemy. He has really never been a faithful servant and is 
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treated accordingly. The going away of the Master, His 
absence, the duty of the servants during the interval, the 
return to His own possessions, and the continuance of the 
rule of the Master after His return in the land and place 
where the servants had been left in charge, are all wonder- 
fully parallel in these parables and correspond with the 
prophecies we have examined before. 

Just preceding the last noted parable is another famil- 
iar passage, the parable of the ten virgins. Tihis carries us 
beyond the time when our Savior spoke the words, to the 
period just before the return of the Divine and Royal 
Bridegroom. “And the door was shut,” is a solemn decla- 
ration that sounds as a warning down the ages and it 
speaks in trumpet tones to our own age, in which signs of 
the near approach of the Bridegroom are multiplying. 

Again in Luke 12:35 and verses following our Savior 
makes use of the Oriental wedding and its ceremonies to. 
teach watchfiulness for His coming. The warnings in this 
passage beginning with the 45th verse are important. 
enough and striking enough to entitle them to special note 
at this time: “But and if that servant say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the men- 
servants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken; The lord of that servant will come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is 
not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint 
him his portion with the unbelievers.” 

Is not this the condition of a large portion of the pro- 
fessed Christian Church today? Is it not the condition of 
the great mass of the unbelieving world? The doctrine of 
the coming of Christ is little taught in these days, except 


ING PROPHECY 57 


among a few scattered believers here and there. It has 
even come to be that those who teach the precious truths 
of the coming Lord and King are looked upon with sus- 
picion by many. And no wonder. A doctrine so vital to 
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus will be attacked by the 
enemy. If Satan cannot keep the truth neglected he will 
seek to pervert it. In the case of the second coming of 
Christ the devil has succeeded in deceiving many into such 
fallacies as the setting of dates for His coming, the point- 
ing out of living individuals as the impersonation of John 
the Baptist, and even into believing that certain individuals 
were Christ Himself come again in the flesh. It is sad that 
many, even many intelligent persons, are so blinded by 
Satan that they do not distinguish between these very 
grievous errors and the truth as it is given by our Lord in 
His Word. The only way in which the truth can be dis- 
tinguished is by the plan ‘pointed out in the earlier portions 
of these papers—accepting ‘by faith the whole of the Bible 
as the revealed 'Word of 'God, believing that it means what 
it says. 

The parable of the marriage for the king’s son in 
Matthew 22':1-14 can not tbe understood except in the light 
of the coming marriage of our Lord Jesus with His bride, 
the Church. While the Jews of Christ’s day as individuals 
were condemned for making light of His invitations, the 
time is coming when they will accept Him and be gathered 
in from the highways and byways and from the hedges of 
the nations to which they have been scattered. Those who 
come trusting in their own righteousness instead of the 
righteousness of Christ will be cast out as spies, just as 
was the man without the wedding garment. The parable 
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points primarily to the Jews and to the different classes of 
them that rejected Christ, but, of course, the application is 
also to all classes who to this day reject Him. 

There are seven parables of the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven in the thirteenth chapter of Matthew. Two 
of these parables are explained by the Savior Himself. 
The interpretation of these parables shows us the true 
method for the interpretation of all parables. The eleventh 
verse of the chapter gives us the name, “mysteries of the 
kingdom.” 

The first of these parables is that of the sower, verses 
3-9. It is explained in verses 18-23. The field as represent- 
ing the world of Gospel effort is a new figure of speech. 
In the Old Testament Israel is referred to as a vineyard 
(Isa. 5:1-7), an enclosed and protected garden. Here the 
effort is world-wide. All nations are the field of operation 
and of ingathering. The parable covers the time of the 
Church. 

The second parable, the wheat and the tares (verses 
24-30), is explained by the Savior in verses 36-43. This 
parable carries us over practically the same period of time 
as that covered by the parable of the sower. The only 
point upon which there might be any difficulty is in the 
word “world” in verses 39, 40. It is well known that the 
word is used in different senses in the Bible. ‘God so 
loved the world” and yet we read in I John, “Love not the 
world.” The sense is different and we are not confused by 
the two uses. In this passage the word “world” is used in 
a third sense. The Greek here is aionos, the genitive form 
of aion, which means “age,” “generation,” or “world” in 
the sense of time. Thus, we speak of the world before the 
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flood, the world of Abraham’s time, the world of the 
twentieth century. But aion does not mean the earth and 
all things in it. The harvest spoken of in this parable is 
not the destruction of the earth. Verse 41 tells us that the 
things that offend shall ‘be gathered out of His kingdom. 
The things that offend are in the earth and on it in this 
age. They will be gathered out of it. The kingdom will 
remain and the King will reign in it. The righteous shall 
-remain after that cleansing and shall shine forth as the sun. 
There are events that occur between the mingled condition 
of wheat and tares and the cleansing, but these are found 
explained in other scriptures and will be referred to later. 
The point we wish to make clear in this parable is that it 
does not teach a general confused mass of trouble which 
ends in the annihilation of all things now existing, but it 
does teach a continuation of humanity on the earth after 
the close of the present age. 

The ‘parables of the mustard seed and the leaven 
(verses 31-33) should be studied together. They also refer 
to the present time when the kingdom is hidden in mystery 
form. The mustard shows the rapid growth of the system 
of Christendom. Even birds of the air, the selfish ambi- 
tions of men, take lodging under the shadow of Christian 
institutions. Along with the good growth of the true re- 
ligion comes also the principle of corruption, the leaven, 
which is always a symbol of corruption in Bible language, 
and it involves the entire structure of Christendom. It re- 
quires little observation to show that it has well nigh 
reached the uttermost branches at the present time. The 
leaven is hidden in the meal. The principle of corruption is 
placed into the good food, God’s true religion, in a subtle 
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manner, so that its presence is not suspected. It is a 
woman who hides the leaven. Only in this parable of the 
leaven is a woman used as a type. She is clearly the sym- 
bol of the false professing church. Paul saw the danger 
and warned against it when he said (Gal. 5:9): “A little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” 

The fifth of the mystery parables (verse 44) is the 
hidden treasure. This parable has been the subject of 
much wild speculation. The treasure has been called sal- 
vation and the “man” the sinner. We have been taught 
that we must sell all that we have in order to obtain salva- 
tion. This interpretation might be all right except for a 
few faults. The sinner does not seek salvation as a rule 
for in his unawakened state he does not realize that he is 
lost. Salvation cannot be bought for it is a free gift. In 
order to be a disciple of Jesus we are not required to “sell” 
what we have but to leave it all. These discrepencies are, 
of course, fatal to the truth.of the interpretation. 

But the parable becomes very plain to one who follows 
the idea of the Lord’s reign in person on earth as it is pre- 
sented in Scripture. The field is still the world and the 
treasure in it is God’s own Israel. They are hidden in the 
world today. In order to buy this treasure the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the “man” of the parable, sold all that He had, His 
very life, and bought the world’s redemption as well as 
Israel’s. 

The next parable (verses 45, 46) just completes this 
idea. The sea is a symbol of the Gentile nations in many 
scriptures. It is here. The (pearls are found in the sea. 
The true Church of ‘God is in the sea of the Gentile nations 
and Jesus has visited and is visiting the peoples of the 
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world to take from among them a people for His name. 
To buy that pearl of great price it took our Lord’s life 
blood. | 

The last of these seven parables is that of the drag-net 
(verses 47-50). The gospel net is cast into the sea and 
gathers in of every kind. Those who look for the conver- 
sion of the world in the present age will find little ground 
for their hopes in the parables of this chapter. The bad 
remain not only in the sea but in the net until the end of 
the age. “It is not even a converted net, much less a con- 
verted sea.” 

Parables are intended to teach truth and are intended 
to be understood by those who are enlightened by the 
Spirit of God. Hence there is no need of our interpreting 
the parables of our Lord in such a way as to mystify or 
contradict other plain and definite teachings of history and 
of prophecy. 


CHAPTER VIII 
Conclusion 


If we have followed the preceding chapters and the 
scriptures which accompany them and form their founda- 
tion and fabric, we shall ‘have ‘been prepared to accept as 
truth the following statements :— 

1. The Lord has given us prophetic utterances in the 
Bible that are intended to be studied and understood. 

Z. There are many prophecies relating to Israel as an 
earthly people in both Old and New Testaments that are 
yet to be fulfilled. 

3. The prophecies regarding the Messiah, our Lord 
Jesus 'Christ of Nazareth, require that He return to the 
earth in judgment and to reign in righteousness over the 
house of Jacob. 

4. The present age is the time in which the Lord is 
visiting the Gentiles to take from among them a people 
for His name. The Church composed of true believers 
from among the Jews and the Gentiles is being completed 
to be the Bride of Christ. 

5. The present dispensation will close with the call 
and catching up of the living saints together with the 
saints who have fallen asleep before, to meet the Lord in 
the air and to be with Him forever (I Thess. 4). 

Concerning those prophecies which relate to our 
Lord’s work as Mediator and Redeemer, fulfilled in His 
first coming to the earth, we have said but little except to 
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refer to them as proofs of the literal fulfilment of prophetic 
utterances. These subjects are all important and should 
by no means be overlooked by the student of the Bible. 
They tell us of the plan of salvation and the only hope of 
eternal life in Christ Jesus. The purpose of these papers 
has not been to minimize the extremely essential subjects 
centering around our Lord’s redemptive work. But we 
have tried to call attention to related matters, ignorance of 
which often leads to confusion, unbelief, and infidelity. 

There are many unfulfilled prophecies which we have 
not so much as hinted at, for the simple reason that to do 
so would take us far beyond the unpretensious limits of 
these papers, which are only introductory and very pri- 
mary. 

What shall be the nature of the kingdom that is to be? 
What shall be the order of events so clearly predicted in 
the time beyond the close of the present age? Many ques- 
tions suggested by thoughts in this relationship must be 
left unanswered for the present. In fact, there are many 
things that are purposely left veiled from our vision, just 
as the events clustering around our Lord’s first advent 
were left veiled from the prophets and seers in the days of 
old, until the coming fulfilments, one after another, taught 
the believing ones the meaning of the prophecy and gave 
them hope and faith to meet and recognize the next pre- 
dicted events. . 

There are wonderful events yet to transpire on this 
old earth before its final dissolution. There are judgments 
to come upon the earth, and yet more judgments. There 
will be a resurrection of the just and also one of the unjust. 
There will be a time of tribulation such as there never was 
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on earth before and never shall be again. There shall be a 
time of peace on earth and of good will to men, a time im 
which there shall be no more war and in which even the 
rapacious animals shall cease to molest each other and 
shall have their natures changed so that they will be peace- 
ful and loving and kind one to another. There shall be a 
time when Satan shall be bound and shall not deceive the 
nations. Some people say he is bound now! If that were 
true, what a terrible place this world would be if he were 
loosed! The time will come again when Satan will be 
loosed again and shall deceive the nations and shall 
find the best of men prone as ever to sin. He shall be 
overcome and shall be consigned to the abyss forever. 
He shall ‘be tormented day and night for ever and forever. 
And they that followed him and helped to deceive the 
nations shall be tormented with him. Much of this is told 
in the book of Revelation and that may be one reason 
Satan is trying to hinder people from studying that book. 
And at last there shall be given back to the Father the 
kingdom taken by the victorious Son, and there shall be 
‘peace and joy for ever more in all His glad domain. 

These are a few of the predicted events that we have 
not attempted to explain or even mention. Concerning 
their exact order and duration we have nothing to offer 
besides that which the divine record gives and that cannot 
be improved upon. Sufficient for us to know fully that the 
next predicted event is pointed out with sufficient clearness 
that we may be ready for it and recognize it with joy when 
it comes. The promise of blessing is for those who look 
for the coming of the Lord with joy (I John 2:28; Heb. 
D2 se OMIM rie). 
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Are we ready for the call of the Lord to meet Him in 
the air? That is the one and only thing He has told us to 
‘watch for—for His coming. And He may come at any 
time (Matt. 24:14). It is the next predicted event. To 
place before that time the many events that are prophesied 
that can take place only with the coming of the King Him- 
self seems to us is to dishonor God and His Word, to lead 
to confusion and lead many astray. Oh, the terrible re- 
sponsibility those assume who thus pervert the Holy 
Word of God! 

Hence we close with an entreaty, earnest as we can 
command language to make it: Read the Word with a 
heart of faith and belief! IT MEANS WHAT IT SAYS. 
Whether that Word be a word of promise, of warning, of 
judgment, or of doom, GOD’S WORD MEANS WHAT 
IT SAYS. Kind reader, Believe it! 

May God bless you. 
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